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Re: Flora Lewis column in Washington Post, 17 December 71,
Flora Lewis implies that in the debate on the Defense Appropriations Bill, the
senators stressed the fact that little was known about what the Agency was
doing with its funds in SEAsia. Actually both Ellender and Fulbright
and others stated it was ''no secret" that "it had been published. "

She also says that Sen. Ellender replied to Sen. Fulbright, when
questioned about being told before the CIA set the secret army in Laos,
"It was not - I did not know any thing about it." He did say that but immediately
before that in answer to the same question Sen. Ellender responded,
"Probably so.' She completely omits this and makes Ellender appear to
be totally uninformed when that was not the case.

She also includes Sen. Cranston's question to Sen. Ellender about
whether he inquired about press stories indicating CIA funds being used in
Laos. She provides us with Sen. Ellender's reply which was, as she said:
"I have not inquired' and then later he said, "Probably not. ! to Cranston's
comment about nobody in Congress knowing. Ellender did say this but it

came after the debate above and must be taken in that context, which the
Lewis article fails to do.

In summary, Lewis portrays Sen. Ellender as being uninformed

about CIA activities from the Agency but even more uninformed about press
items. The actual debate shows clearly that neither implication is accurate.

CRC, 3/4/2003
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] Who S Watchmg the CIA? [

'BY FLORA LEWIS

WASHINGTON—SO far as I've
found in a lot of traveling, the Unit-
ed States is the only country in the
world which lists its intelligence
agency in the telephone book, and

enables anyone fo call up and speak.

to the director's office.

But an extraordinary exchange
on the floor of the Senate recently
made clear how little else the people
who put up the money for intel-
ligence know about how it is spent,
The debate took place on the day the
military appropriations bill was fi-
nally passed so it attracted little at.
tention, but it was revealing,

1t was provoked by Sen. Stuart
Symington (D-Mo.), who offered an
amendment providing that not more
than %4 billion in the defense budget
could go for the intelligence ser-
vices, including the CIA, the Nation-
al Security Agency and the intel-
ligence branches of the wvarious
armed services, Symington's point
was not only to set a limit, but to set
a precedent,

*

Congress does appropriate all the
money that goes to intelligence, but
it doesn't know how much, or even
when and how. That's because it is
hidden in the defense budget, with
the result that Congress doesn't real-
ly know just what it is appropriat-
ing any ilitary money for because
jt never knows which items have
been selected for padding to hide ex-
tra funds for intelligence.

Evidently, Symmgton beheves
that the actual amount spent is a lit-
tle over $4 billion, instead of the 36
billion reported in the press, hecause
he wasn't trying“to cut intelligence
funds except for CIA payments to
Thai soldiers in Laos, e is one of
the nine senators entitled to go to
‘meetings of the appropriations sub-
committee on the CIA, supposedly
the confidential watchdog over the
agency.

What he wanted to do was" to
establish that Congress does have
some rights to monitor the intel-
ligence empire which it created by
law, and he was driven to the at-
tempt because of exasperation at
President Nixon's réecent intel-
ligence reorganization. It was an-
nounced to the public as an upgrad-
ing of CIA Director Richard Helms
and a better method to avoid waste

and ¢ xAabllsh élél_-c géﬁéoel&e‘ ‘?59105/@%? f‘;ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂgf@?@

informed CIA watchers in Washing-

ton, are convinced that Helms has
been kicked upstairs. The result,
they believe, will be an increase in’
military influence over intelligence
—which has been recognized as a
danger throughout the history of in-
telligence because it tends to be-
come self-serving, the doctor diag-
nosing himself according to the
therapy he likes. '

Responsible political control over
the intelligence community’s actions,
as distinet from its factual and ana-
lvtical reports, is necessary and de-
sirable. But despite the public im-
pression, in the last few years the
CIA has been the most honest
source of information for Congress
on sensitive issues such as Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia,

But, as the Senate debate showed,
that isn't saying very much. Sen. Al-
len Ellender (D-La.), who heads the
CIA subcommittee, pointed out that
20 years ago only two senators and
two congressmen were allowed to
know what the CIA was spending,
and now there are five on each side
of the Capitol.

He implied that they also knew
what the CIA was spending its mon-
ey for, Sen. J. William Fulbright (D-
Ark) had the wit to ask if that
meant Ellender knew, before the
CIA set up its secret army in Laos,
that this was the purpose of the ap-
propriation. Ellender said, "It was
not, I did not know anything about
it, . . it never dawned on me to ask
about it."

*

Sen, Alan Cranston (D-Calif.) had
the humor to point out that there
has been a lot in the press about the
CIA Laotian army in the past couple
of years, and asked whether Ellen-
der has now inquired about it. Kllen-
der said, "l have not inquired.”
Cranston pointed out that since no-
body else in Congress has Ellender's
right to check the CIA, that meant
nobody in Congress knows. Ellender
replied, "Probably not."

Symington's amendment was de-
feated. But at least the record is now
clear, A recent Newsweek article
quoted a former CIA official as say-
ing, "There is no federal agency of
our government whose activities re-
ceive closer scrutiny and ‘control’
than the CIA."

"The reverse of that statement is
true," said Symington, "and it is

him right.
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CIA Secrets Targd

Of Semje

By GF‘ORGE KE NTERA

WASHINGTON (NANA) —
Both Senate and House are
showing a growing restiveness
over being kept in the dark
about this country’s vast intel-
ligence apparatus.

This restiveness is particu-
larly strong in the Senate at
present, but it also cxists in the

 House and it has becn
present almost since 1949, when
the Central Intellig:nce Agency
(CIA) was first greated power)

"WP=CHifiTess to operate without
congressional revie:.

“The mounting frustration on
Capitol Hil] is hardily likely to
produce any legisiation requir-
ing disclosure by the Nixon ad-
ministration  of  intelligence
funding or activities.

Buat it is almost certain o re-
sult next year in discreer ef-
forts, primarily by Congres-

" sional committees and subcom-
mittees involved, to lift at least
partially the curtain that now
hides an intelligence effort said
to cost up to $6 billion a year,

{ Sen. John C. Stennis, D-Miss.,
powerful c hairman of the
Armed Forces Committee, has
already felt compelled to prom-
ise a thorough committee study
and, ‘“if necessary,” an inves-
tigation into intelligence opera-
tions.

In making that p» omise to the
Senate, Steunis specificially re-
ferred to - President Nixon's
reorganization early this month
of the U.S. intellipence system
-— & reorganization that some
senators fear removes the sys-,

tem even farther from any d(.-!

countability to Congress.
Two other signs point to some
congressional action next year:
I — Sen: Stuart Symington, the!
; Missouri Democrat who has
lcmg protested the lack of infor-

; mation Congress gets about in-

telligence matters, reportedly is

Inguiries

— And Rep Loucien N. Nedzi,!
Detroit Democrat and chalrmcmf
of a special House subcommlt-]
tee on intelligence, is quictly
laymg the groundwork for whdt{
ig likely to be public hearings!
about the many-sided intel-
ligence apparatus.

Members of Congress like Sy-
mington and Nedzi are not seck-
ing to know all, or even a good
deal, about the nation’s intel-
hgem.e setup. But they believe °
,Congress as a rule ought to
know something, perhaps about
the intelligence budget, and
they are dissatisfied with the
present system, under which
only a handful of senators and
‘representatives knows any of
the facts.

On the night of Nov. 23, the
Senate held an extraordinary
debate on an amendment by Sy-
mingtun to the $70.8 billion de-
fense appropriations bill. The
amendment would have set a
limit of $4 billion for intel-
ligence spending — by the CIA,
National Security Agency, De-
fense Intelligence Agency and
for intelligence work performed
by or for the Army, Navy and
Air Force,

Fifty-six senators voted
against and defeated the
amendment — but 31 senators
voted for it. And one of those 31
votes was {rom Montana’s Dem-

ocratic Sen. Mike Mansfield, the
majority leader, who praisced

Symington and said, perhaps
significantly:-
“He has raised an issue which

is_fust now in its in infancy, but
which in time T am con%zdent

will grow to enormous propor-
tions, 1t is_time, in iy judg-
ment, that we t'ike a long, hard :
Took _at our jnfelligence commu-
nity, its function and objec-
tives.” -

Nedzi thinks so, too. In his
preparatory work, he and his

ready to press a demand that subcommittee aides have al-

the Senate be given Approyeddady Rdlea@esmaﬁm:ﬂ-msl

¢ accounting in private session.

the CiA, the Defense Depart-

ranking

" ‘ment and the State Department

and also “eight hours of contin-

uous discussions” at the nation-
.al security agency.

Still to corne are the FBI, the
Atomic Energy Commission
and, finally, the intelligence
agencies of the armed services
that reportedly spend the lion’s
share of the intelligence budget,

“I haven't come to any con-
clusion...Yet on the whole ques-
tion of how far one should go in
making public activitics of this
kind,” Nedzi says. “What I
think I'd like to do is get people
from the agencies to present un-
classified versions of their posi-
tions and provide a forum for
critics and students of the prob-
lems.”

An opponent of the war in
Vietnam, Nedzi thinks his ap-
pointment in July as chairman |
of the intelligence subcommittee
by Rep. F. Edward Hebert of
Louisiana, chairman of the
House Armed Services Commit-
tec, may have “tempered the
strong passions” some frustral-
ed house members have about
:ntelligence procedures.

Still, more than a dozen bills
have been introduced in Con-

{

On the Sepate side there are
also two subcomnuitees. One is
the central intelligence subcom-

mittee of the Armed Spryices
mﬁluﬁvcludu Sten-

nis, Symmgton Demeocrat
Henry M. Jackson of Washing-
ton and Republicans Peter IL
Dominick of Colorado and
‘Barry Goldwater of Arjzona.
This subcommittee reviews CIA
programs, but not financing.

The other is the intelligence
operations subcommittee of the
Appropriafions. Comnitice. Iis
members are Chairman Allen J.
Ellender of Louisiana, Stennis,
Democrat John L. McClellan of
Arkansas and Republicans Mil-
ton R. Young of North Dakota
and Mrs. Margaret Chase Smith
of Maine.

1t seems worth noting that Sy-
'mington is a part of these elite
‘groups and yet is a leading pro-
tester against the setup they
represent. :

One reason may be Ellender’s
explanation og Nov. 23 about
the way five senators (from the
Appropriations Comuittee) de-
cide what funds the inielligence

fragencies need.

“This method of appropri-
lating funds for these intcl-

gress this year aimed at making
intelligence agencies, particu-|
larly the CIA, accountable to?
Congress. That is a rate slightly |
hlg,hel than average since 1949; I
in the two decades qmce ‘rhen

almost 200 such bills have chnf
introduced and none has:
passed. '

Whatever review power Con--
gress has over intelligence mat-
ters resides in four congres-
sional subcommittees.

On the House side, one is Ned-
zi's_subcominiftee, created in
July. The other is the intel-
ligence operations _subcommit-
‘ee of the Appropriatons Com-
<mtteg_, Its members are an of-
(ficial secret, but there is good
reason to believe they are the
three Democrats and
itwo chuh].icans on the Ytull
1(,nmmittces defense  subceomn-

oxge lahons of [‘cms

:|None of this information is in

lligence activities has been in ef-
fect for -at lcast 20 years that [
know of...” e said. “We five!
who sit on this committee hear:
the testimony of those auplying,
for funds. The funds are justi- 1
fied to us.
“We ask many quesl'mns.
writing, nor is it recorded, but it
is simply given to us, and we
weigh it and then recommend
appropriations as is seen fit-
ting...I would Lesitate to suggest|
that more scnators and more
members of the House be in-
velved ip this schsitive work.”
At another point, Symington
and his supporters referred to!
newspaper  disclosures  two
vears ago that the CIA was fi
jnancing much of the war, iy
ILaos. . k
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Freeing
CIA Men

- HONG KONG (CDN) —
fwo-~American intelligence
agénts who have served 19
years. in a Chinese Commnt-
nist prison for cspionage will
“begeleased by Christmas as
ai-good-will gesture to set
the s stage for President i
Nixon's visit to Peking after
the first of the year, accord-
‘ing to well-informed sources.
" :fhe two are John Thomas
Downey of 'New Britaln,
‘Conn, and Richard George
Fecteau of Lynn, Mass,, both
CIA agents who were cap-.
tured when their unmarked:
‘plane was shot down over
Manchuria Nov. 19, 1952.
iPowney's release could he
imminent.
Hig mother, Mrs, Mary '
“Downey, T4, -and  brother,
Willlam, 39, a New York
“Jdwyer, arrlved in Hong
Kong' Sunday after visiting
-John the last two wecks in
Peking, ’ :
_'Mrs. Downey said her son
informed them Saturday
that, his case was being "re-
viewed” in accordance with ;
the Chinese “policy of len-
fency.” S
T was delighted to find
Jack in excellent health and
fine ‘spirits,” she said. T

|
Life Sentence .
‘e havé no Information ‘
as to_when or if will be re-
leased,” William said. “But
hé assumed the prison offi-
cials wouldn't have given
- him this information {that
his case was under review]
-§f they werén't planning to
.velease him. - )
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“gpirits..

‘ king would frce both men
i simultancously for maximum

" current visit to Peking had

~gain—in terms of good will |
. by lettipg the two go.

“They said an dmportant
factor is = oprisoner’s be-
havior: while in prison and
they consider lis good.”

Mrs. Downey said she also
had been allowed to visit
Focteau, being held in the
same prison, and that Fee- |
teau also had been in ex-
cellent ~ health and fine

Downey was sentenced o
life imprisonment. Fecteau
has virtually completed his
2-year sentence.

Sources believed that Pe-

propaganda effect. o
That the two men would
be set free hag becn more
or less taken for granted
since the announcement of :
Nixon's visit to Peking .
signaled a thaw in Siho- ;
American relations.
Another favorable omen
was that Mrs. Downey's

been the first Communist
authorities had allowed in
seven years. )

China analysts pointed .
out that Peking had nothing
to lose and a great deal to

Lt BA M e m o om s R - =
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HO\’G I\O\G (L'PI)— '

sel.as. 4 spy may be re-

leaced_snnn,_.his_mother
sede-londay,

. Mrs. Mary Downey, 70, a
former school teacher

‘from New Britain, Conn,,
‘made the statemenL after a

series of visits with her
son, John, 42, in his Pe—
I\mg prison. = -
Downey and anolhe1
Amcrican, Richard C. Fec-
teau, 43, of Lynn, Mass.,.

_both civilian employes of

the. Anny, disappeared on
a "regularly = scheduled
flight from Korea to Japan
on.Nov. 29, 1952," accord-
ing to the U.S. State De-
partment

They were captured by
the Chinese and sentenced

-as spies by a military tri-

bunal in 1954, Downey

-wds sentenced to life in

prison and Fecteau was

_sentenced to 20 years,

Mrs. Downey, who first
visited her son a dozen

,years ago, was accompa-

3 0¥1A9HDP73B00296R000200220009-7

¢ in China

E’ée Fi @Qd»-«—!\wmher

“nied on the recent tup by
another son, William, and
his w1fe ' :

sbax..she said (they ‘visit-

ed_.Dwe;L...m,m__nnm
) md.mm.e.allmmd__m_slay

"At the end of our visit
Jack told us that he had
heen informed hy the pri-
son authorities his case
was heing reviewed to de-
termine what their policy
of leniency might be—he
might he released rather
than serve out his sen-
tence.

"The prison officials told.
Jack that an important fac- ~

~ tor in deciding to apply le-

niency was the pmonel
behavior while in prison
and that they consider
that his behavior had been
good," she said,

"T am hoping with all my

- heart that my prayers for

Jack's release will soon be
answ ezcd " bhe Hdld
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